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Statement

Call on the countries of the former Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc to ensure the

openness of state archives



In 2017, the Institute for Development of Freedom of Information (IDFI), with the support of the
Budapest Foundation for Open Society (OSI), launched a project entitled ‘Open Archives in the
Former Soviet Union’. The project aimed to understand the Soviet totalitarian past in the former
Soviet Union by studying the practical and legal aspects of openness of state archives, establishing
and advocating for international transparency in state archives, and establishing best practices in
all countries involved in the project. Subsequently, in 2019-2020, the scope of the project was
expanded to include 18 Eastern and Central European countries. The project presently thus extends
across a range of countries that are transitioning, or have transitioned, from the experience of 20th-
century totalitarian state socialism.

Part of the project saw the establishment of an online platform - www.open-archives.org - which
allows one to get acquainted with the project methodology, organizations involved, archival
openness ratings and other information materials.

The transparency and openness of archives is an important issue for those who are interested in
the study of history in various countries. Recent events have shown the importance of the history
of the countries that have gone through a totalitarian regime. Attempts to control and define the
historical narrative of such countries often becomes a tool for legitimizing manipulation and
aggression.

The importance of understanding the Soviet past is clearly demonstrated by the war that is now
raging in Ukraine. Vladimir Putin's extensive statement on February 23 presented the history of
Ukraine in a biased and distorted way, glorifying the Soviet totalitarian state and ignoring its own
record of crimes against humanity directed at the Ukrainian people. As it has repeatedly done
before, but now on a larger scale than ever, the Kremlin is presently manipulating historical
narrative in order to justify its own acts of aggression.

On December 28, 2021, the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation ruled to close down the
International Memorial Society - the research center of modern and contemporary history. For
presenting the history and constructing the current events differently from the state’s official
version, there are strict and unprecedented measures in the country - including many years of
imprisonment. Through these and other actions, the modern Russian Federation reverts to the
methods of the totalitarian state and engages in violence, illegal persecution and repressions
against freethinker and non-conformist individuals and organizations.

Ukraine has been a vigorous promoter of archival openness in the post-Soviet space. After the
2014 "Revolution of Dignity", an archival reform was carried out, which established a very high
standard of transparency of archives in the country. In addition, numerous books, articles, and
interactive and/or visual-representational materials about the Soviet past have been created.
Consequently, the level of understanding of the Soviet past in Ukraine has increased considerably
in recent years.

Today, the Ukrainian nation, with unprecedented unity and spirit, is not only defending itself
against the aggression of the modern Russian Federation, but is taking the lead in resisting the



establishment of a neo-tsarist / neo-Bolshevik / neo-Soviet empire. One of the sources of this
remarkable solidarity and vigor is the Ukrainian people’s open, discursive engagement with its
Soviet past - an engagement enabled in large part by the country’s commitment to archival
openness.

The Open Archives Platform and the signatory organizations hereby express their solidarity with
Ukraine and also call on the governments and state archival institutions of the post-Soviet and
Eastern bloc countries:

To ensure the establishment of a maximum transparency standard and best legal
practices for archives.

To reduce barriers for researchers in the process of working on topics of interest to
them in archives.

In turn, the Open Archives platform will support various areas related to archive openness, through
the following means:

Developing relevant recommendations for establishing best practices in the post-
Soviet and post-socialist country and providing expert assistance in the process of
change.

Providing communication for the exchange of information and practical examples
between different countries and experts.

With the active support and promotion of any state or civic idea aimed at opening
archives.
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Oo6pamenne
K cTpanaM ObiBuIero Coserckoro Corwsa n Bocrounoro 6.10ka 1mo nopoay

ol0ecre4eHUs1 OTKPBITOCTH FOCYAapPCTBEHHBIX APXHUBOB

[To naunmaruse MuctuTyTa pazsutus ceodoasl napopmanuu (IDFI) u npu noanepxke donga
«OtkpeiToe obmectBo. bynmamemr» (OSI) ¢ 2017 roma Hayanoch OCYIIECTBICHUE MPOEKTa
«OTKpBITOCTh apXWBOB B cTpaHax ObiBmiero Coserckoro Coroza». Llemsimu mpoexra ObLIH:
IIEPEOCMBICIIEHUE TOTAJIUTAPHOIO IIPOLUIOIO B ATHX CTpaHaX, M3YyYEHUE IPAKTUUYECKUX H
IIPABOBBIX AaCIEKTOB OTKPBITOCTH TOCYAApCTBEHHBIX AapXUBOB, CO3JaHUE MEXAYHapOIHOIO
peUTHHTa MPO3PAaYHOCTH TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX APXHUBOB, & TAK)KE BBISBICHUE HAWIYYLINX MPAKTHK
Ha IIPUMeEpE BCEX CTPaH, y4aCTBOBABILHUX B IIPOEKTE.

B nocnenyromme roxasr (2019-2020) x npoexTy NOAKIOYWINCH rocyaapcTBa BocTounoil u
LentpanbsHoii EBpomnbl, u pu yuactuu 18 crpan Obu1a co3iaHa miathopMa omKpulmvix apxXugos.
COOTBETCTBEHHO MPOEKT BKIIOYAET CTpaHbl, B XX BEKE MHCIBITABIIME Ha ceOe COLMaNINU3M
TOTQJIMTAPHBIX TOCYAAapCTB JIMOO HAxXOAsIIUMecs B IEPEXOJHOM IpoLecce Ha IyTH
npeoOpa3oBaHus OT MOAOOHOTO OMbITa K IEMOKPATHH.

B pamxkax mpoekra 6bu1a pa3paboTana onnaitH-argopma www.open-archives.org, ¢ momMoripo
KOTOpOfI npeacTaBuiIaCb BO3MOKHOCTb 3HAKOMUTLCA C MeTO,ZLOJIOFI/Ieﬁ IMPOCKTA, BOBJICYCHHBIMHA B
IIPOCKT OpPraHMU3ALUSAMHU, PEUTHHTaMH OTKPBITOCTH apXMBOB M APYTUMH WH(GOPMALMOHHBIMH
MaTepHalaMH.

[Tpo3payHOCTh apXHMBOB M UX OTKPBITOCTH I 3aUHTEPECOBAHHBIX JIMI[ HPEACTABISIOT COO00M
BEChbMa BaXKHBII BONPOC C TOYKH 3PEHHS H3YyUEHHs] UCTOPUU BO BCEX CTpaHaX. A COOBITHA
MOCJTICTHETO  BPEMEHH OCOOCHHO OTYETIMBO MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAIM MHPY  BaXXKHOCTb
HUCTOPUYECKOW HAyKH Ul CTPaH, UMEIOLIUX OIBIT KU3HU B YCIOBHUAX TOTAJIMTAPHBIX PEKUMOB.
Hcropuueckuil HapaTUB B TaKUX CTpaHaxX 3a4acTyH) CTAHOBUTCA OPYIMEM MAaHUIYJALMU U
JIETUTUMALUU arpECCUM.

28 nexabps 2021 rona BepxoBusiii cya Poccuiickoii deneparyy NpuHsII pelieHue 0 JUKBHIAINH
LIEHTpa HCcCcieloBaHus HoBelme ucropun — OOmecTBa «MexayHapoaHslii MeMopuam». B
OTHOIICHUH NPEJICTABICHUS UCTOPUYECKUX U TEKYIIHUX COOBITHH C TOUKHU 3pEHHS, OTIINYAIOLIECHCS
OT HaBSA3aHHOW TOCYAapCTBOM MO3MLMHU OBLIM BBEACHBI OeCHpeleeHTHbIC MEpbl HakKa3zaHHs,
BKJIIOYAIOIME MIOMUMO IPOYMX JHUIIEHHE cBOOOAbI cpokoM a0 15 set. IIpuberas k mogoOHbIM
JNeucTBuAM, coBpemeHHass Poccuiickas denepanus BO3BpAIAETCA K METOAAM TOTAJIUTAPHOIO



rocyzapcrsa U MJIET IO IIyTH PEIpecCUil NMPOU3BOJA, HACWIMA U LIEJICHAIIPABICHHON TPaBiIU
[IPOTUB HMHAKOMBICIIIMX JIIOJEH, a TaKKe OpraHMU3alui, TPAHCIUPYIOLIUMX TOYKU 3pPEHMI,
OTJIMYHBIE OT OUIHATBHOH.

BaxXHOCTh NEpEOCMBICICHUSI COBETCKOTO MPOILIOro CTaja OCOOEHHO OYEBHIHA B CBETE
HayaBllelics B YKkpanHe BoiHbI. B mpoctpanHom obpamennu Bragumupa [lyTtuna, caenanHoro
uM 23 QeBpansd, uctopus YKpauHbl Oblja MpeAcTaBieHA TEHICHLIMO3HO M MCKa)KEHHO, ObLIO
BO3BEJIMYCHO TOTAIIMTAPHOE COBETCKOE rOCYAapCTBO, a €r0 NPECTYIUICHUS! IPOTHUB YEJIOBEUECTBA
B IIEJIOM M YKPauHCKOIO HapoJa B YAaCTHOCTH NPOMTHOPHPOBaHbL. B naHHOM ciyyae
uHCTpyMeHTanu3anus Kpemiem ucropum YKpauHbl UM CTENEHb HCHOJIB30BAHUS MPOMAraH]ibl
MPUHSIIM OecTipelieZIeHTHbIE MacIITa0bl.

VYkpauHa — oJHa M3 MEPEAOBBIX CTPaH IIOCTCOBETCKOIO IIPOCTPAHCTBA C TOYKH 3PEHHUS
OTKpbITOCTH apxuBOB. [locne «PeBomtorun noctonncTsa» 2014 roga B Ykpaute Obu1a poBezieHa
pedopma apxruBOB, KOTOpasi BHEAPUIIA B CTPAHE YPE3BBIYAIHO BBICOKHE CTaHAAPTHI IPO3PAUYHOCTH
apxuBoB. Ilpum »53ToM ObLIO OMyOTMKOBAHO MHOXECTBO KHUT, CTaTed, WCCIICOBAHMIA,
MHTEPAaKTUBHBIX M BHM3YaJIbHBIX MaTEpUAlOB O COBETCKOM HpouuioM. COOTBETCTBEHHO B
IOCJIEAHUE ToJAbl B YKpauHE BeECbMa IOBBICWICA YpPOBEHb IIEPEOCMBICIEHHUS COBETCKOIO
IIPOLIOTO.

CeronHs YKpamHCKHH HapoJl, OXBAa4ECHHBIH OeCHpeLeAeHTHbIM €IUHCTBOM W TNPOHUKHYTHIH
HallMOHAJIbHBIM JYyXOM, HE TOJIbKO OTBEYAET HA arpeccuio coBpeMeHHou Poccuiickont Penepanuu,
HO U BBIPAXKaeT COOCTBEHHYIO YETKYIO MO3UIUI0 IPOTHUB BO3POXKAECHUS HEOOONBIIEBUCTCKON U
HEOCOBETCKON MMIepuu. Mbl cuMTaeM, 4yTO €IUHCTBO YKPAWHCKOTO Hapoja HE MOIJIO OBITh
JOCTUTHYTO 0€3 BEpHOTO MEPEOCMBICICHHUS COBETCKOTO MPOULIOro. OTKPBITOCTh apXUBOB UTPAET
OJIHY U3 BaXXHEUILNX POJIEH B TOM JEI€.

[Tnardopma omkpuimoix apxugoe U MOJNUCABIINECS 0]] OOpAIIEHUEM OpraHU3alluy B MEPBYIO
ouepelib 3asBISAIOT O CBOEH COJNIMIAPHOCTH C YKpauHoOW! A Taxke IPU3bIBAIOT IIPABUTEILCTBA U
rOCYJapCTBEHHBIE ApPXUBHBIC YUPEKIACHUS IIOCTCOBETCKMX IOCYIAapCTB U cTpaH BocTtodyHoro
61oKa:

OO0ecneynTh NOBBILICHHE CTAHAAPTA MAKCHMAJIbHON NMPO3PAYHOCTH APXHBOB U
BHe/IpeHHe HAMTYYIINX PABOBbIX NPAKTHK;

IHonM3uTh A8 HccjeoBaTeseil 0apbepbl JAOCTYNHOCTH K aPXMBHBIM
MaTepuajiaM.

[Tnardpopma omxpeimulx apxuo TOJAEPKUT pa3IUYHbIC AaKTUBHOCTH, HAIpPaBJICHHBIE Ha
OTKPBITOCTh APXUBOB, CIEAYIOLUIMMH CPEACTBAMMU:

e Pa3paGoTka CcOOTBeTCTBYIOIIMX PpPEeKOMEHIANUN [Jsi BHEIPEHHS HAMIY4YIINX
NPAKTHK B NOCTCOBETCKUX H MOCTCOLMAIUCTHYECKUX CTPAHAX, a TAK:Ke o0ecreyeHue
JKCIIEPTHOH NOMOIIY B IpoLecce OCylecTBIeHUS M3MEHCHM;

e o0ecmeyeHHe KOMMYHUKAUMM /Js CBOOOJHOro o0MeHa wuHpopManmeil wu
NPAaKTHYECKUMH NPUMePaAMH MeK1Yy Pa3HBIMH CTPAHAMH H IKCIIEPTAMM;



® AKTHBHAS MNOJJAEP:KKA M MNONyJasipu3anusi JI00bIX TrOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX WJIH

rPaXAAHCKUX Weil, HANPaBJeHHbIX HA o0ecneYeHne OTKPbITOCTH APXMBOB.
IloanucaHThL:

1. WHctuTyT passutua ceoboabl MHpopmaumm

2. Tomac Bencdopa, nctopuk, JIoHaoH

3. Tumotn bBrnayesenbT, npodeccop COBETCKMX W MNOCTCOBETCKUX UCCedoBaHUMN,
FocypnapcTBeHHbIN yHUBepcuTeT Vnbu, Tounucu

4. OnwuBep PalicHep, eBponenckue M KaBKas3CKMe WCCIedoBaHusi, OOKTOp, npodyeccop,
FocypnapcTBeHHbIN yHUBepcuTeT Vnbu, Tounucu

5. Onbmupa Horombaesa, wuccnegosatenb, [uckyccumoHHas nnatdgopma  3cumgae,
KblprelacTaH

6. XappucoH Kunr, KanudpopHunckun yHnsepcuteT B bepknun, CLUA

7. AnekcaHop MOppUCOH, Hay4HbI COTPYOHUK W npenogasatens wuctopuun, Hosbin
konneox, Okcopopa, Benvkobputaxums.

8. Xybeptyc AH, npodeccop Kembpuokckoro yHnBepcuteTa, BennkobputaHums

9. Mank boyaeH, YHusepcutet Jlngca, BenukobputaHuna

10. Pebekka Pyt N'yna, npodeccop, cneumanuaupyrowminca Ha Kaskase, BupmuHremckumm
yHuBepcuteT, Bennkobputaxus.

11. Hatanbs B. Mapkep (Hatawa), uccneposatens, SSEES, YHuBepcuteTckuin konnemx
JloHgoHa, BennkoGpuTtaHus.

12. Katpnona Kennu, npodeccop TpuHutu-konnemxa Kembpmaxckoro yHUBEPCUTETA;
BpuTtaHckas akagemus, BennkobputaHus

13. CtuBeH bapHc, goueHT kadeapbl nctopumn Poccun, YHuepcuteT [xopaxa MericoHa,
CLWA.

14. Pogxep bapTtnetTt, OmepuTtyc YHUBEpCUTETCKOro Konnemxa JloHgoHa, Bennkobputaxus.

15. datnmaxoH Axmeposa, uccrnegosatenb, MPRA (MioHXEHCKMIA nepcoHanbHbIN apXxuB
RePEc), Nepmanus

16. Aptem KyTtnosckui, KOpuct, LieHTp noaaepXkn NnpaBoBbiX MHUUMATUB, [py3ns



