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3. Access to information not to be denied.- (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in
any other law for the time being in force, and subject only to this Act, no applicant shall be denied
access to any information or record held by a public body.
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(v) “information™ means material held in any record, regardless of who produced it or its
physical form or characteristics.

(x) “record” means any form of storage in which information is recorded, and includes
any data, document, memo, voucher, noting on the file, minutes of meeting, e-mail,
map, advice, press release, brochure, circular, order, decision, notification, logbook,
contract, agreement, budget, report, paper, sample, model, map, drawing, CD, USB,
disc, audio record, mobile device, film, video, any instrument prepared through
electronic process, machine-readable documents
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(ix) “public body™ means—
(a) any Ministry, Division, attached departiment or subordinate office. including

autonomous bodies. of the Federal Government:

(b) any federal and any municipal or local authority set up or established by or
under any federal law:

(c) the MNational Assembly and Senate including their secretariats., committees
and members and the head of government;

(d) any statutory corporation or other body corporate or institution set up or
established or owned or controlled or funded by the Federal Government:

(e) any court, tribunal, commission or board;

() any incorporated or unincorporated body or entity functioning under the
control or authority of another public body or wherein one or more public
bodies owns or has controlling interests or provides substantial funding:

(=) any other organisation which undertakes a public function, to the extent of
that function:

(h) an NGO which directly or indirectly received or have received public
funds, subsidy, tax exemption, piece of land or any other benefit
involving public funds;
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9. Requests.- (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, anyone may lodge a request with a
public body through the designated official.

(2) A request shall be made in writing and lodged in any manner in which the public
body has the facilities to receive it, including in person, by mail, by fax, online or by e-mail.

(3)  Any written request which identifies the information or record sought in sufficient
detail to enable the public body to locate it, and which includes an address for delivery of the
information or record, shall be treated as a request.

(4) Subject to sub-section (3), a public body may provide an optional form for making
requests, with a view to assisting applicants make requests.

(5) In no case shall an applicant be required to provide reasons for his request.

(6) Where a request 1s received by a public body, the applicant shall be provided with a
receipt acknowledging the request as soon as possible and via the same means by which the request
was communicated, which shall include the date and name of the official responsible for processing it.
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14. Form for providing information.- Where an applicant has indicated a preferred means
for accessing information, such as a physical copy (attested), an electronic copy or an opportunity to
inspect certain records, the public body shall provide access in that form unless to do so would
unreasonably interfere with its operations or harm the document.
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(b) even where information falls within the scope of an exception provided for in
this Act, the information shall still be provided to the applicant where, on
balance, the overall public interest favours disclosure of the information;
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19. Disclosure harmful to law enforcement- Information may be exempt if its
disclosure 1s likely to—

(a) result in the commission of an offence;

(b) harm the detection, prevention, investigation or inquiry in a particular case,
(¢) reveal the identity of a confidential source of information;

(d) facilitate an escape from legal custody; or

(e) harm the security of any property or system, including a building, a vehicle, a

computer system or a communication system.

20. Privacy and personal information.- (1) Information is exempt if its disclosure under
this Act would involve invasion of privacy of an identifiable individual, including a deceased
individual, other than the applicant.

(2) The exception in sub-section (1) shall not apply where—
(a) the third party has consented to the disclosure of the information;

(b) the person making the request is the guardian of the third party, or the next of
kin or the executor of the will of a deceased third party; or

(c) the third party i1s or was an official of a public body and the information
relates to his function as a public official.



21. Economic and commercial affairs.- Information 1s exempt if and so long as its
disclosure 1s likely to cause—

(a)

(b)

(c)

grave and significant damage to the economy as a result of premature
disclosure of a proposed introduction, abolition or variation of any tax, duty,
interest rate, exchange rate or any other instrument of economic management;

significant damage to the financial interests of the public body by giving an
unreasonable advantage to any person in relation to a contract which that
person 1s seeking to enter into with the public body for acquisition or disposal
of property of supply of goods or services; or

significant damage to lawful commercial activities of the public body.

26. Legitimate policy making and other operations of public authorities.- (1) Information
may be exempt if its disclosure would be likely to—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

cause serious prejudice to the effective formulation or development of
government policy;

seriously frustrate the success of a policy, by premature disclosure of that
policy;

significantly undermine the deliberative process in a public body by
inhibiting the free and frank provision of advice or exchange of views;

significantly undermine the effectiveness of a testing or auditing procedure
used by a public body; or

prejudice the proceedings in a court or a tribunal.
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(d) the exceptions set out in sections 18, 19, 21, 22 and 26 of this Act, shall cease
to apply after a period of fifteen years, provided that this may be extended, in
exceptional cases, for up to a maximum of another fifteen years, with the
approval of the Information Commission.
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34. Indemnity.- No suit, prosecution or legal proceedings shall lie against the principal
officer, designated official or any other person of the public body in respect of anything which, in
good faith, is done or purported to have been done under this Act and the rules made thereunder.
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36. Promotional measures.- All public bodies shall be required to-



(b) ensure that their staff receive adequate training on implementation of this Act;
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