Former KGB Archives in Ukraine:
Fonds, Mode of Access
and Public Interest

Andriy Kohut
Archive of Security Service of Ukraine




KGB Documents in Archives

Documents of the communist special services preserve in
several archival institutions:
— Security Service of Ukraine Branch State Archives;
— Foreign Intelligence Service Branch State Archives;
— Ministry of Internal Affairs Branch State Archives;
— Central State Archives of Public Associations of Ukraine;
— Regional State Archives of Ukraine.



Archive stores documents
over the period
since 1918 to 1991




These are over 800 thousands files:
— over 224 thousands items in Kyiv and
— over 735 thousands at regional branches.

These are 48 fonds united by subject and chronological
principle and fonds creator principle.



SBU Branch
State Archives

Four key blocs of fonds:

— personified fonds

— printed editions

— normative executive documents
— documents of NKVD-KGB units



Personified fonds:

— Criminal (rehabilitated and unrehabilitated)
personal files fonds (Fonds 5 and 6).

— Investigation and search operations' (Fonds 65) and
lettered (Fonds 11) files fonds.

— Agents Personal and Working Files Fonds (Fonds 60)

— Former State Security Employees Personal Files
Fonds (Fonds 12)
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NKVD-KGB

units’ documents

for example:

GPU-KGB Secretariat Fonds
(Fonds 16)

Second Directorate Fonds
(Fonds 1)




April, 9th 2015 -
Parliament of Ukraine adopted the Law
“On Access to Archives of Repressive Organs

of the Communist Totalitarian Regime
of 1917-1991"
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Countries with special laws regulating matters of access
to documents of the Communist secret services



Law of Ukraine
“On access to archives of repressive organs
of the communist totalitarian regime of 1317-1931"

Provides an open access to all archives of the Soviet repressive
organs.

Designates an obligation to digitize and provide an online access to
the archive documents for their preservation and openness.

Creates a consolidated archive of all the repressive organs,
independent from the political will of force institutions.

The European principle of access is introduced: the law limits the
access to the information but not to the whole document.

Archive users are responsible for the spreading archive data but not
the archivists.

Decommunization of special services and police - they stop being
connected with Soviet repressive organs.
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Digital Thematic Collections

— Cernobyl Disaster

— Babi Yar Tragedy

— Ukrainian Helsinki Group

— Repressions Against the Crimean Tatars
— Hungarian Revolution of 1956

— Prague Spring of 1968

— Tryzub (Trident)

— Mykhailo Hrushevsky



DIGITAL THEMATIC COLLECTIONS
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Digital On-line Collections
avr.org.ua

— The Chernobyl tragedy is a crime of Soviet regime. Documents
of the Archives of SBU [32]
— Deported Crimea: KGB documents on Genocide [38]
— Shooting in prisons of Western Ukraine in 1941 [85]
— KGB fighting against the memory about Babyn Yar [26]
— KGB documents about the Ukrainian Helsinki Group [34]
— Repressions at the time of the Holodomor [22]
— Anti-nazi Front of the UPA [61]
— Operation "Zapad" (West) [35]
— Orders and directives of the NKVD of the USSR of Great Terror [38]
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Exhibitions:
Museums and Public Space

— "100 Years of the Fight: Ukrainian Revolution 1917-1921" -
exhibition dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the
proclamation of Ukraine's independence.

— "Bykivnia is a territory of remembrance” — exhibition in the
mass grave of Stalin's repressions victims.

— "Ukrainian World War II" - street and on-line exhibition.

— "Deathly Road" - exhibition to the anniversary of the
shooting in Babiy Yar.

— "UPA - the answer of the unbreakable nation"” - street
exhibition to the 75th anniversary of creating.

— "Mass Famine of 1946-1947 in Soviet Ukraine" — exhibition
of the National Museum "Holodomor Victims Memorial”.

— "Under the Sarcophagus” — documentary installation to the
anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster.

— "People of Liberty" - street exhibition to the 25th
anniversary of the restoration of independence.



Public Space

Documentary installation "Under the Sarcophagus"
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The Ukrainian law on access to archives of the
Communist special services is the most liberal
among the core European legislature.

There is currently the biggest and unique by its
contents open archive complex of
Cheka-OGPU-NKVD-KGB documents in Ukraine.



Thank you for your attention!

Andriy Kohut
Archive of Security Service of Ukraine




