
Survey Experiment: More Than a Quarter of People in Georgia Think that

Prosecutor’s Office Fulfills its Duties Non-objectively

Several blog posts (Georgians are Split Over the Prosecutor’s Office in Georgia and People are Divided on Whether the Prosecutor’s 
Office in Georgia is Independent) on Social Science in the South Caucasus have shown that the population of Georgia is split in their 
views of the Prosecutor’s Office (PO). In the phone survey held in March 2019, carried out for the Promoting Prosecutorial Indepen-
dence through Monitoring and Engagement (PrIME) project funded by the European Union and implemented by the Institute for 
Development of Freedom of Information, CRRC-Georgia carried out a survey experiment to better understand under what circum-
stances people trust and do not trust the Prosecutor’s Office. 

One group of respondents was asked how objectively or non-objectively the Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia fulfills its duties general-
ly (control group). Another group was asked how objectively or non-objectively the Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia fulfills its duties 
when it works on criminal cases related to regular citizens (experimental group 1). A third group was asked about the PO’s perfor-
mance when it works on criminal cases where so called state and citizen interests overlap (experimental group 2). Individuals on 
the survey were randomly assigned into each group.

Citizens asked the third question about objectivity of the Prosecutor’s Office when working on cases where state and citizen inter-
ests overlap were least likely to report that the Prosecutor’s Office would work objectively, while there was no statistically signifi-
cant difference between two other groups of citizens who were asked about PO’s performance in general or when working on cases 
involving regular citizens. This indicates that people have greater doubts about the PO’s objectivity when the State’s interests go 
against a regular citizen’s.

https://idfi.ge/ge/people_are_divided_on_whether_the_prosecutor_office_in_georgia_is_independent
https://idfi.ge/ge/people_are_divided_on_whether_the_prosecutor_office_in_georgia_is_independent
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia_en
https://idfi.ge/en/prime_eu_idfi_project
https://idfi.ge/en/prime_eu_idfi_project


A number of socio-demographic characteristics predict people’s responses to the above questions as well. All else equal, older 
people (56+) report that the Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia will fulfill its duties non-objectively more often than younger people. 
Women are also more likely to say that PO will fulfill its duties objectively than men.   
 
TV viewing habits, a proxy for political partisanship in Georgia, also predict responses. Rustavi 2 viewers (a proxy for UNM support) 
are more likely to report that the PO will fulfill their duties non-objectively than viewers of Imedi TV (a proxy for GD support).
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Overall, there are no significant differences between views of citizens in experimental and control groups. A large share of people 
think that Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia will fulfill its duties non-objectively in any case. But there is more chance for people to say 
that PO fulfills its duties more non-objectively when litigation is between citizen and state.

The phone survey was conducted in March 4-19, 2019 resulted in 815 completed interviews. Its results are representative of the 
adult Georgian-speaking population of the country. The average margin of error of the survey is 2.6%. Results discussed in this blog 
are based on all completed interviews (815) and are weighted according to main demographic characteristics of the population.

They survey is part of the Promoting Prosecutorial Independence through Monitoring and Engagement (PrIME) project implemented by the Institute for Development of freedom of 

Information (IDFI) in partnership with  CRRC Georgia and Studio Monitor with the financial support of the European Union (EU).

The contents of this blogpost are the sole responsibility of CRRC Georgia and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union, IDFI and Studio Monitor.
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of Georgia fulfill its duties?

By social and demographic variables

Im
e
d
i

R
u
st

a
vi

 2

O
th

e
r

1
8
-3

5

3
6
-5

5

5
6
+

M
a
le

Fe
,a

le

C
a
p
it

a
l

O
th

e
r 

u
rb

a
n

R
u
ra

l

C
o
n
tr

o
l

W
h
e
n
 t

h
e
re

 i
s 

a
 c

ri
m

in
a
l

ca
se

 a
g
a
in

st
 a

 r
e
g
u
la

r 
ci

ti
ze

n

W
h
e
n
 t

h
e
re

 i
s 

a
 c

ri
m

in
a
l 
ca

se
in

vo
lv

in
g
 t

h
e
 s

ta
te

 a
n
d
 a

..
.

S
e
co

n
d
a
ry

 o
r 

le
ss

V
o
ca

ti
o
n
a
l

H
ig

h
e
r

TV Age group Sex

43

23

29
36 34 36 34 35 35 35

32

25 27 27 27 2826

Settlement type Education levelExperimental group

https://idfi.ge/en/prime_eu_idfi_project
http://crrc.ge/en/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia_en

