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History of the archive

• Founded in 1919 on the basis of the documents collection of

the governor of Turkestan

• 1920s and 1930s: reorganizations and major acquisitions

• Qoshbegi archive – fond 126

• 1992 onwards – the Central State Archive of Uzbekistan

• Uzbek communist party and KGB archives left out

• Continuity of Soviet style prohibitive attitudes





Getting into the archive

• Registration torment: what if you are a foreigner

• Reading room: crammed into a barrel

• Research conditions: back into pre-PC age

• Functions and purposes of the archive: look into the future





Challenges and ‘progress’

• Preservation of the documents

• Archival legislation and conditions for research

• Obsession with international rankings as a substitute for the 

real improvements

•Management issues








