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Historical background



Monument to the
Battle of Batina, 
Croatia, designed by
Antun Augustinčić, 
1947
© Donatus Darko Tepert, 2008



Legal context, institutions, 

inventories



Memorial complex “Immortality,” Moldova (1983)
© Lyndon Allin, 2013





New construction and 

reinterpretation



New building of the Belarusian State Museum of the Great Patriotic War, 2014.
© Mischa Gabowitsch, 2017



Treptower Park memorial, Berlin (1949): A teacher from the
Russian Far East who travelled to Berlin for this purpose is
distributing flowers on the anonymous mass graves. The
temporary signs were installed by Obelisk, a local association
which campaigns to have permanent monuments with lists of
names put up at the memorial. © Eduard Ptuchin, 2017





Victory Monument, Netanya, Israel (2012)
© Avishai Teicher, 2012



Inauguration of a new memorial in Mudanjiang, 

China (2016) for Soviet soldiers killed in August 

1945 whose remains were recently discovered
© Russian Defense Ministry, 2016



Destruction, removal, 

modification



Demolition of the Monument of Glory, Kutaisi (1981), in 2009
© Sputnik / David Khizanishvili, 2009



Victory Monument 

(Stalin statue) in 

Yerevan

(unveiled in 1950, 

removed in 1962)
Source: Iu.S. Iaralov: Monument I.V. Stalina. Moscow: 

Sovetskii khudozhnik, 1952, cover illustration



The “Mother of Kryžkalnis“ by Lithuanian sculptor Bronius Vyšniauskas (1972). Originally a 

monument to the Soviet soldier-liberators, the statue is now displayed in a deliberately 

incongruous setting in the recreational and sculpture park in Grūtas. © Mischa Gabowitsch, 2018



Monument in the village of Stoianiv in

Western Ukraine. The word “Soviet” has

been chiselled out of the inscription “Your

fellow villagers are eternally grateful to you

who fell for the Soviet fatherland.” A Latin

cross has been added, but the red star on

the soldier’s helmet remains unchanged.
© Mischa Gabowitsch, 2018



Artistic interventions



David Černý: Pink 
Tank, Prague, 1991

© David Černý, 1991 



Removal of a gilded replica of the Bronze Soldier from
Tõnismägi Square in Tallinn, 2009

© Kristina Norman, 2009



Kamila Szejnoch: The Swing. Warsaw, 2008
© Kamila Szejnoch, 2008



Sofia, Monument to the Soviet Army, 1954: one of the soldiers on the high 

relief on the pedestal repainted in the colors of the Ukrainian flag, 2014.
© Vassia Atanassova



“Headless“ performance by the Kyiv-based art collective
TanzLaboratorium, Sevastopol, 2012

© Anna Zviagintseva, 2012



The full (unpublished) English version of the paper
is available for download at

tinyurl.com/sovietmonuments

The German version
(already published, with color illustrations)

is at

tinyurl.com/sovietmonuments-de


