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In Russia” s shadow

By Matthew Continetti

14 June 2010

It's hard building a house when your neighbor has annexed the front lawn. Since November 2003, when the Rose Revolution brought Mikhail
Saakashvili's United National Movement (UNM) to power, the Republic of Georgia has been trying to build a modern liberal democracy in the middle of
the Cancasus. It hasn't been easy—thanks mainly to the influence of Russia, which even invaded Georgia in August 2008. Today, almost two years after
that war, Vladimir Putin's troops still occupy the provinces of Abkhazia and South Ossetia in contravention of international law. The Russians control
more than 20 percent of the country. They have about 10,000 soldiers and FSB agents in the occupied territories. Their forces are only 30 miles from the
Georgian capital. They could crush the independence and democratic aspirations of 4.6 million Georgians in a matter of hours.

Read full article: eu-integration. gov.ge/uploads/docs/ WeeklyStadardfune?010.doc

The Wall Streer Journal
An Economic Responsibility Act for Britain
By Eamonn Butler

25.V.2010

After the financial horors of the past two years: politicians in Europe seem to have rediscovered the old-time religion of public-spending restaint,

ot always voluntrily. of course: Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou had it forced upon him by the threat of a 9 billion euro debt defult and the imminent prospect of his country spiraling down the bankruptcy tube, In
return for the first 14.5bn eurs inslment of 2 110bn eurs bail-out package from other euro members, he announced budget-balancing ansterity messures, inclnding a freeze— then curs— in pensions, higher consumption tves,

and a erackdown on tax evasion, Up to now a national way of life,

Ireland too had to change its ways. Deep recession and five-year CDS spreads of Greek proportions required Ireland's Finance Minister Brian Lenihan to zet tough with the public sactor, His December budgst included 4 billion
2uros in savings, with pay cuts of up to 15% for public sector workers, and cuts in welfare, child benefits, and investment projects, But that medicine convinced the markers of Ireland's ability to recover in a suswinsble fashion,

See full article: eu-integration.gov.ge/uploads/WS]25_V.pdf
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